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Information
Reservations :

Heritage and Tourist 

Development Office

Aître Saint Maclou

186, rue Martainville

76000 Rouen

Tel. +33 (0) 2 32 08 31 01

Fax +33 (0) 2 35 89 25 61

Rouen - Normandy  

Tourist Office

25, Place de la Cathédrale

BP 666

76008 Rouen Cedex 1

Tel. +33 (0) 2 32 08 32 40

Fax +33 (0) 2 32 08 32 44

www.rouentourisme.com

Rouen belongs to a nationwide network of Cities,  
Towns and Areas of Art and History

The Architecture and Heritage department of the French Ministry 

of Culture and Communications awards the designation of “City, 

Town or Area of Art and History” to communities that put their 

heritage to its best advantage. This designation offers a guarantee 

that tour guides and heritage coordinators are competent and that 

the actions they undertake are of the highest quality. From ancient 

ruins to 20th-century architecture, cities, towns and areas present 

their heritage in all its diversity. Currently, a network of 130 cities, 

towns and areas offers you its savoir-faire throughout France.

Nearby

Dieppe, Fecamp, Le Havre and the Pays d’Auge have all received 

the designation of “Cities, Towns and Areas of Art and History”. 

Come hear the tale of Rouen, City of Art and History...

... In the company of a tour guide certified by the French Ministry of Culture

Your guide will greet you, show you all of Rouen’s facets and give 

you the keys to understanding the city and how it developed, as 

you stroll from one quarter to another. Your guide is there for you. 

Feel free to ask him or her any questions.

The Heritage and Tourist Development Office

This office, which coordinates all of Rouen’s initiatives as a “City 

of Art and History”, has designed the tour. Year round, it offers 

activities for residents, tourists and children. Staff are at your dis-

position for any projects you might have.

For groups:

Rouen offers guided tours year round with advance booking.

Information available at the Tourist Office.

Rouen, City of Art and HistoryUseful Information
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Joan of Arc

Isidore Patrois, Joan of Arc Being Led to the Stake (detail),  
from the collection of the Musée des Beaux-Arts, Rouen. 

Paul-Hippolyte Delaroche. An Ailing Joan of Arc during Her Interrogation in Prison by the Cardinal of Winchester, 
from the collection of the Musée des Beaux-Arts, Rouen.

Come Hear the Tale of 

Musée des Beaux-Arts
Esplanade Marcel Duchamp
The fine arts museum is open 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, except 
on Tuesdays and some holidays.
www.rouen-musees.com

Musée Jeanne d’Arc
33, Place du Vieux-Marché
This museum displays a series of 
life-size wax re-creations depicting 
important moments in Joan’s life.
It is open daily :
− between 15 April 
and 15 September : 
from 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
− between 16 September 
and 14 April : from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Closed on 25th December 
and 1st January.
www.jeanne-darc.com

INFORMATION  
AND RESERVATIONS
25, Place de la Cathédrale
BP 666
76008 Rouen Cedex 1
Tel. +33 (0)2 32 08 32 40
Fax +33 (0)2 32 08 32 44
www.rouentourisme.com

Tourist Office
25, Place de la Cathédrale
Upon reservation, a guided tour  
is available for groups :  
“In Joan of Arc’s Footsteps”.

Heritage and Tourist 
Development Office
186, rue Martainville
76000 Rouen
Tel. +33 (0)2 32 08 31 01
www.rouen.fr

Donjon  
de Philippe Auguste
Rue du Donjon
This castle keep, also known today  
as the “Joan of Arc Tower”, is open :
This castle keep, also known today 
as the “Joan of Arc Tower”, is open :
− from Monday to Saturday : 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. (5 p.m.  
between 1st October and 31th March) ;
− on Sundays : 
from 2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
(5:30 p.m. between 1st October 
and 31th March).
Closed on Tuesdays and bank holidays.

Visitors can see the room where Joan 
was threatened with torture on 9 May 
1431, and on the upper floors they 
can view various documents about 
Joan’s imprisonment and trial.

Eglise  
Sainte-Jeanne d’Arc
Place du Vieux-Marché
St. Joan of Arc’s Church is open daily 
to the public from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. (5:30 p.m.  
in the winter), except on fridays  
mornings, on Sunday mornings  
and during services.
Closed on 25th December 
and 1st January.

Notre-Dame Cathedral
The cathedral is open to the public : 
between 1st   November to 31th March : 
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.  
to 6 p.m. daily, except on bank  
holidays, on Monday mornings  
and Sunday mornings ;
- between 1st April to 31th October :  
on Mondays from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
from Tuesday to Saturday from 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and on Sundays from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.



From Domrémy to Compiègne
The Hundred Years’ War
From the start of the Hundred Years’ War in 1337, the English and French 
fought over succession rights to the French throne. The French king Charles 
VI suffered from fits of madness. Numerous intrigues gripped the kingdom 
until the French defeat at Agincourt in 1415. In 1420, after the assassina-
tion of John the Fearless, Duke of Burgundy, his son Philip the Good and 
Henry V, King of England, formed an alliance. The Treaty of Troyes exclu-
ded Charles VI’s son from succession to the French crown. Henry V married 
Catherine of Valois, Charles VI’s daughter, to ensure his claim to the French 
crown after Charles VI’s death. However, in 1422, a few weeks before 
Charles VI’s death, Henry V himself died, leaving an heir who was barely 
10 months old. Henry V’s brother, John of Lancaster, Duke of Bedford, 
acted as regent for the infant Henry VI, King of England and France.

Victory in Orleans and Coronation in Reims
It was at this time that Joan of Arc, born in 1412 to a family of farm 
labourers in Domrémy, arrived on the scene. Around 1424, she heard 
voices telling her to help the dauphin, Charles VI’s son, regain the throne. 
With aid from Captain Robert de Baudricourt, she reached Chinon in 
1429 and convinced the dauphin to allow her to liberate Orleans, which 
was then under siege by the English. She liberated the city on 8 May 1429, 
and on 17 July she had Charles VII crowned in Reims. Thanks to this 
coronation, identical to that of his predecessors, Charles VII regained his 
legitimacy as monarch.

Joan of Arc’s Capture
At this time, Charles VII changed policy and allowed Joan to try to retake 
Paris alone. This attempt ended in failure, but Joan of Arc continued 
her campaign. However, on 23 May 1430 Joan was taken prisoner near 
Compiegne, which the Burgundians, allies to the English, wanted to seize. 
She was then sold to the English and brought to Rouen, where her trial 
was to be held. The city of Rouen, where the Duke of Bedford then lived, 
had been under English domination since 1419. 

Prison
Captured near Compiegne, Joan 
of Arc was brought to Rouen  
for trial. First, she was held  
in a 13th century castle built by 
Philippe Auguste and, at the time, 
occupied by the English.  
She was imprisoned in a tower, 
later known as the “Pucelle’s 
Tower” (1), the remains of which 
can still be seen today  
at 102, Rue Jeanne d’Arc.

Although charged with heresy  
by an ecclesiastical court, she was 
placed in a civil prison and was 
guarded by English jailers, rather 
than by women. On the Rue  
du Donjon, one can still see  
the castle keep (2) (also known 
as the Tour Jeanne-d’Arc or Joan 
of Arc Tower). There the judges 
threatened her with torture  
but backed down when faced 
with her pious demeanour.

The Trial
The trial began on 9 February 
1431. The cross-examination was 
conducted by Cauchon, Bishop 
of Beauvais, inside the fortress 
rather than at the ecclesiastical 
court in the Archbishop’s Palace. 
Joan denied the 70 articles  
of indictment, but a condensed 
indictment of only 12 articles  
was presented to the theologians 
and learned men, who found  
her guilty of heresy, blasphemy 
and schism. 

On 24 May 1431, Joan was led  
to Saint-Ouen cemetery (5)  
for the public renunciation  
of her sins. Once again Cauchon 
used an element of trickery :  
the confession, which Joan signed 
with a cross, was only partially 
read to her.

Back in her cell, Joan, with no 
other option, began dressing in 
men’s clothes once again, which 
allowed Cauchon to open a 
second trial for “relapsed heresy” 
on 28 May. This time the judges 
convened in the ecclesiastical 
court at the Archbishop’s Palace 
(6), and handed down a sentence 
of death by burning at the stake. 

The Burning
On 30 May 1431, at the Place 
du Vieux-Marché (8), or Old 
Market Square, Joan was burned 
alive before the English authori-
ties, Church officials and a large 
crowd. Proclaimed a heretic and 
excommunicated, she neverthe-
less received the Eucharist before 
her execution. At the stake, she 
asked for and was given a cross. 

However, she did not renounce 
her supposed sins, as Cauchon 
had been expecting.
When all was finished, the exe-
cutioner threw Joan’s ashes and 
her unburnt heart into the Seine 
River, at the foot of the Boieldieu 
Bridge (10), so that no relics 
could be preserved. 

Rehabilitation
In 1455, Joan’s mother, Isabelle 
Romée, obtained permission 
from the Pope to have the verdict 
re-examined. The rehabilitation 
trial was held at the Archbishop’s 
Palace, and on 7 July 1456, the 
formal rehabilitation was pro-
nounced in a solemn ceremony 
at Saint-Ouen cemetery. In their 
revised verdict, the judges pro-
claimed that the city of Rouen 
would have to erect a cross on the 
site of Joan’s sufferings.  

The Joan  
of Arc Festival
The Joan of Arc Festival is held 
in Rouen each year during  
the last week-end of May.  
It includes both official  
ceremonies and festive activities.

The commemorations necessarily 
take on a more symbolic nature 
in Rouen than in other cities 
associated with Joan of Arc.

On Sunday, the Joan of Arc 
Festival is presided by  
an eminent person, who gives an 
official speech in Joan’s memory 
at the Place du Vieux-Marché.

The historian Emmanuel  
Le Roy Ladurie, former Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur  
and the historian Prince Gabriel 
de Broglie have all accepted  
this honour in the past.

A procession, made up of 
national and local officials 
accompanied by children, then 
makes its way to the Boieldieu 
Bridge for the symbolic tossing 
of flowers into the Seine River, 
at the exact location where 
Joan’s ashes were dispersed.

In the afternoon, a mass  
is celebrated in St. Joan’s 
memory at Notre-Dame 
Cathedral in Rouen, where  
her panegyric is pronounced.

Other official commemorations 
and the “Fanfares de Jeanne” 
are also held on Sunday.

During these two days  
of ceremonies, numerous  
activities are scheduled :  
debates and lectures as well  
as a mediaeval market  
with craftsmen and workshops, 
a mediaeval tavern,  
street performances  
and a mediaeval dance.

Joan of Arc in Rouen
From the Pucelle’s Tower to the Boieldieu 
Bridge, we propose a walking tour that 
retraces the final months of Joan of Arc’s 
life. This tour is also an opportunity  
to discover the places and works of art  
in Rouen that still pay homage to Joan today. 
You will visit the Joan of Arc Room  
in Rouen’s art museum, stroll across  
the Place du Vieux-Marché and explore  
the Joan of Arc Museum...

In 1909 Joan was beatified, and 
she was canonised in 1920. A law 
was then passed for the construc-
tion of a national monument in 
Joan’s memory (8). 

The Memory of Joan  
of Arc in Rouen
Rouen’s Musée des Beaux-Arts 
(3) has a room dedicated to works 
depicting Joan of Arc and her life. 
Amongst others, you can admire 
Delaroche’s An Ailing Joan of Arc 
during Her Interrogation in Prison 
by the Cardinal of Winchester 
(1824) or George William Joy’s 
Joan of Arc (1895). 

Near the museum, the Hôtel de 
Ville (4), or City Hall, located in 
the former dormitory of the monks 
of St. Ouen, displays in its entrance 
hall a large statue of Joan created 
in 1845 by the sculptor Seuchère.

In the cathedral (7), a chapel is 
dedicated to St. Joan. It contains 
a statue of Joan at the stake (by 
Saupiqué), and two stained-glass 
windows depicting Joan’s life were 
installed after World War II.

On the Place du Vieux-Marché 
(8), the church and civil monument 
(memorial gallery) were both built 
in Joan’s honour by Louis Arretche 
in 1979. On the square, a large 
cross commemorates the spot 
where Joan was burnt at the stake.

Not far from there, opposite  
the remains of the Church of  
the Holy Saviour (where the 
playwright Pierre Corneille  
was baptised), you can visit the 
Musée Jeanne d’Arc (9)  
(Joan of Arc Museum, privately 
owned) which, in addition to  
a wax museum, also displays 
engravings, books and models 
depicting the life of Joan of Arc.

Philippe Auguste’s castle keep

Isidore Patrois,  
Joan of Arc Being Led to the Stake (detail),  
from the collection  
of the Musée des Beaux-Arts, Rouen. 

George William Joy, Joan of Arc, from the collection of the Musée des Beaux-Arts in Rouen.


